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The President and Council exhibited to the Society, at the request of
John Adey Repton, Esq. F.S.A. a Collection of Drawings from their
Portfolios, ten in number, consisting of Elevations, Plans, Sections, and
Details of Norwich Cathedral. They were purchased by the Society in
1806, of William Wilkins, Esq. senior, of Norwich, for the sum of
1501., for whom they had been previously made by Mr. Repton. A
short Communication from Mr. Repton to Sir Henry Ellis was at the
same time read, explanatory of the changes which the fabric of the
Cathedral had undergone since the Drawings were made.

Mr. M. Percy Hart exhibited to the Society a Mould made from a
brass Tablet, apparently of Russo-Greek workmanship, discovered a few
months ago, in digging a Grave in the burying-ground of Christ-Church,
Spitalfields.

Thomas Lott, Esq. F.S.A. communicated to the Society a copy of
" A Direccion takyn for the receyving of the Corps of the most Noble
Princes Queen Elizabeth, 16th Feb. 18th Hen. VII." from the Archives
of the City of London.

The President and Council gave notice that the Ballot for the Offices
of a Member of the Council and of Director, vacant by the resignation
of Albert Way, Esq. will take place at the Meeting of the Society on
Thursday the 7th of January, 1847 : and that in pursuance of the
Statute, chap. v. sect. 5 and 11, the President and Council had
nominated and recommended to the Society for election, as a Member of
the Council and Director, Capt. William Henry Smyth, R.N., F.R.S.

Thursday, December 17, 1846.

WILLIAM AYRTON, Esq. (the senior Member present) in the Chair.

The following Presents wefe received, and the Thanks of the Society
were directed to be returned for the same. By Richard Brooke, Esq.,
Observations upon the Accounts of the Battle of Stoke Field in 1487,
8vo. 1825. By the Royal Society, Catalogue of Miscellaneous Litera-
ture in their Library, 8vo. 1841. By the Royal College of Physicians of
London, a Catalogue of the Fellows and Licentiates in 1846, 8vo. By
W. D. Bruce, Esq., The Newleafe Discourses on the Fine Art Archi-
tecture, by Robert Kerr, 8vo.

Frederick Nash, Esq. exhibited to the Society, by the hands of Sir
Henry Ellis, a Series of finished Drawings, seventeen in number, re-
cently made by him, of Cowdray House in Sussex.

The Reverend Joseph Hunter, F.S.A., laid upon the table a Manu-
script from his own Collection, which had been prepared with great
care, for the especial use of King Charles the First, soon after his
accession to the Throne.

It contained an account of what had been done up to that period, in the
attempt to establish what is called an Academ Royal; being an Associa-
tion, of learned men formed for the purpose of prosecuting inquiries
chiefly Historical and Antiquarian, to the Members of which were to be
granted by special charter from the Sovereign peculiar privileges, rank,
and insignia.

Q
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The exhibition of this Manuscript was accompanied by an Account of
this Design from the first conception of it. The author was Mr.
Edmund Bolton, an eminent scholar and antiquary, the author of Nero,
Ccesar, the Hypercritica, and many other works. This person had
observed with regret the fall of the old Society of Antiquaries, and
determined to make an effort to restore it. He attributed the fall in a
great measure to its being an Association purely voluntary, having no
bond such as a Charter would give, and no dependance on the State,
which a Charter would secure. He set out therefore with the principle
that it was above all things desirable to obtain the Royal Patronage,
and to place the Academy in fact in close alliance with the Sovereign
power. And, having laid down this first principle, and having his mind
strongly imbued with a sense of what he conceived to be the dignity of
the Literary Character, and its importance as an element of National
Greatness, he conceived that it would be possible so to frame the con-
stitution and charter of the Academy that the Members of it in all
time to come should form an Order of Literary Men. His scheme
was indeed in this particular of the most magnificent description. The
Academy was to be united with the Order of the Garter; the members
of it were to wear the Ribband and Jewel which are figured in Mr.
Hunter's Manuscript, and he even speculated on the possibility that
Windsor Castle might be assigned to the Members as the place in which
to hold their Chapters, or, as he expresses it, to be turned into an English
Olympus. The scheme now appears wild and extravagant; but it was
not at once dismissed as a vain and foolish design. The reputation of
Bolton gave to it some authority. He was a gentleman by birth, had
studied at Cambridge and in the Inns of Court, was the intimate friend
of Camden, and well known to all the principal Antiquaries and other
men of learning of his time, and he stood in the position of a kinsman
to the Duke of Buckingham. The Duke looked favourably upon the
design, mentioned it in Parliament, where it was well received, and intro-
duced the author of it to King James. The King appears to have
expressed in general terms his approbation of the design.

This was as early as from 1617 to 1621, but the design did not ad-
vance so rapidly as its sanguine projector seems to have expected. He
however kept steady to his purpose; he brought the scheme into definite
order ; and selected the persons who were to be the original Members of
the Academy. There were to be three Classes of Members, whom be
called the Tutelaries, the Auxiliaries, and the Essential*. The Tute-
laries were to be the Knights of the Garter, the Lord Chancellor, and
the Chancellors of the two Universities. The Auxiliaries were to be
lords and others selected out of the flower of the nobility, and councils
of war, and of the New Plantations. The Essentials, on whom the
weight of the business was to lie, were to be laymen, most famous in
Arts and Literature. The manuscript contains a list of the Essentials,
who were in number eighty-four. There appear in the list the names
of the most eminent poets, antiquaries, and heralds of the time, with
many other persons whose pretensions were of a different kind. Among
the most remarkable names are Sir Thomas Aylesbury, Mr. George
Chapman, Sir Edward Coke, Sir Robert Cotton, Sir Kenelm Digby,
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Sir Dudley Digges, Mr. Michael Drayton, Mr. Benjamin Johnston, Mr.
Inigo Jones, Sir Thomas Lake, Mr. Endymion Porter, Sir William
Seagar, Sir Richard Saint George, Mr. John Selden, Sir Henry Spel-
man, and Sir Henry Wotton.

All that was now wanting was the Royal Fiat; and this Bolton ap-
pears, from his own account, to have been very near obtaining. In
August 1624 he was introduced again to the King, who was then at
Rufford ; and in a long conference, he went through all the particulars
of the design as it had been finally settled ; and received, as he thought,
the King's final approval; his Majesty suggesting only a few trifling
alterations. But before any thing was actually done, the King died ; and
the new Sovereign, who :had been present at the interview between the
•King and Bolton, and had made the remark that " it was too good for
the times," looked less favourably upon it. The scheme at last was
wholly laid aside; nor was it till after the Restoration of King Charles
the Second that the less magnificent but probably not less useful design
of the Royal Society established by Royal Charter was brought to bear.

Mr. Hunter's Communication contained more particular details of the
plan. He also gave some account of Bolton himself, the author of the
design, and slight notices of nearly all the original Members, sufficient
to indicate the ground of their pretensions to seats in the Academy.

In consequence of the Christmas Holidays the Meetings of the Society
adjourned to Thursday evening the 7th of January, 1847, at the usual
hour.

Thursday, January 7, 1847.

THOMAS STAPLETON, Esq. V. P. in the Chair.

Arthur Ashfield, Esq., of Crown-court, Old Broad-street, was
balloted for, and duly elected a Fellow of the Society.

His Highness Prince Alexander Labanoff, of Petersburgh, the
Editor of Queen Mary of Scots Letters ; M. Paul Grimblot, of Paris ;
and M. Eliacan Cannoly, of Brussells, were also balloted for as Hono-
rary Members, and duly elected.

The following Presents were received, and the Thanks of the Society
were ordered to be returned for them. By J. B. Nichols, Esq., The
Gentleman's Magazine for January ]847, 8vo. By J. Murray, Esq.,
English Etymologies, by H. Fox Talbot, 8vo. 1847. By the Council of
the Art Union of London, their Almanac for 1847; Tenth Report of
the Committee of Management, 8vo. 1846. By C. H. Cooper, Esq.,
Annals of the University and Town of Cambridge, Parts 29—31, 8vo.
By Sir John Rennie, An Outline of the Progress of Civil Engineering
in Great Britain since the time of Smeaton, 4to. 1846. By the Editor,
the Athenaeum, Part 228, 4to. 1846. By Dr. J . H. Schroder, of Upsal,
Glossarii Latino- Suethici Specimen Vetustum, 4to.; Histoire de la
Societe Royale des Sciences d'Upsal, 4to. 1846; Inscriptiones Goth-
landenses Medii iEvi, 4to. 1836. By the Council of the Architectural
College of the Free Masons, their Proceedings, Part I. 8vo. 1846.

Robert Porrett, Esq. F.S.A., exhibited to the Society four curious
Shields recently purchased from a dealer by the Board of Ordnance for
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